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Legend of the Phra Boromathat Stupa of Nakhon
Si Thammarat

According to the Chronicle of Nakhon Si Thammarat City, it was around the nd century A.D
that the Buddha's Tooth Relics were brought to Thanatha Buri in southemn India for worship.
Upon hearing the news, its neighboring cities came to request a share of the relics. King
Khosiharat of Thanatha Buri twice denied their requests. So these cities made advances with

their armies to take away the Relics. King



Khosiharat could not withstand these forces, so he gave the Relics to his son and
daughter, Prince Thanatha Kumarn and Princess Hemchala, and their servants to carry on a
junk boat to Sri Lanka. The boat capsized during a big storm; the two and their retinue had
to cling to wooden ship planks anddrifted to the coast of Trang country. They walked
inland, mistaking that they were in Sri Lanka. Upon arriving at Sai Kaew Beach, they buried
the Holy Relics which they had placed in a bundle in their hair, in the sand and built a small
stupa to mark the spot. As time passed, in @ea> AD King Si Thamma Sokarat came to
govern the Sai Kaew Beach community. When he heard that there used to be a stupa
containing the Holy Tooth Relics, he demanded a search for the stupa. After in was found,
he invited the local citizens to restore it into a big bellshape stupa «o meters high with
major assistance from Lankan monks. The restoration was successfully completes and it

remains a great stupa we see today.

wszususIRRSuAsAIsTINTY  WHuaguiafid fideduindnsrusuaniinsqussqegieatisduly
afonspidiatosanlaniy 517 WAese luasiidomasaisssusimansentiuuuy
anrdnonssudunssederivtensdeaiiieg vuguAuaousudusiuuy FeldSudvina Aaus
dm dnvazaninenssuadeduafgizins Wedulauungis Ussnaidsn Ssaidluars we
s nsuwy s1funmsamsTy 7 o Jagtiu nezususmaiduasaisssnsy Wuyvieaam 3
wisenadnvuludamianiald wagiuszmedan uazdiuie fedundduidauiedidu "wszumiafie"
Tudszmelneg



Phra Boromathat Nakhon Si Thammarat Stupa is believed to house the
Buddha's Relics. It was built around eee> when King Si Thamma Sokarat established Nakhon
Si Thammarat at Sai Kaew Beach. The architectural style is Sinhalese, with a bell-shape
structure on a square base. Today Phra Boromathat Nakhon Si Thammarat Stupa is a sacred
religious monument well known to Buddhists in the southern provinces and all over the

country. It is regarded as one of the seven Maha Chedis or "Great Stupas" in Thailand.
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Thammasala Congregation Hall is a big hall situated to the east of the Phra Boromathat
Stupa. In front there is a standing Buddha image in the "Greating of Forgiveness Posture"
named Phra Thanatha Kumarn. At the back there is a fully dressed Buddha image in the

"Stopping Relatives Posture" named Phra Hemchala. These two images were built in memory



of Prince Thanatha Kumarn and Princess Hemchala who brought the Buddha's Relics from

Thanatha Buri (in Southern India) to be installed at Sai Kaew Beach.
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Khot Congregation Hall is a gallery surrounding the Phra Boromathat Stupa on all four
sides. There are e seated Buddha images placed along all sides, hence the hall is also
called "Phra Darn" ("Side Buddhas") Hall.
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Phra Song Ma Congregation Hall (or Phra Ma Congregation Hall) is a medium-size hall next
to Thap Kaset Congregation Hall. Inside is a beautiful stucco sculpture of Prince Sitthattha
riding Kantaka horse to enter monkhood, followed by Indra, Bhrama, and other deities.
There is a staircase to the courtyard around Phra Boromathat Stupa used for the meditative
walk around the Stupa. At the foot of the

staircase there are stucco figures of giant demons, nagas, and creatures from the Himavat
Forest. At the head of the staircase there are figures of deities that appear to be guarding
the Buddha's relics. The door panels leading to the circumbulation area are wooden
sculptures covered with black lacquer and gold leaves. Bhrama is depicted on the left panel
with Vishnu on the right.
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Sam Chom Congregation Hall is a small hall within the Khot Congregation Hall. It houses a
fully dressed Ayutthaya style Buddha image in the Subduing Mara Posture known as "King Si

Thamma Sokarat."
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Thap Kaset Congregation Hall is a gallery around the base of Phra Boromathat Stupa, also
known as “Gallery at the Foot of the Buddha’s Relices.” There are altogether && niches
for Buddha statues at the stupa base, some of which are lined with elephant figures. Below
are situated a stucco Buddha image and a bronze one in front of these niches. ThisHall was
formerly used for delivering Buddhist sermons, so

there are pulpits at all four corners.
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Phra Panya Congregation Hall is a small hall northeast of Phra Boromathat Stupa inside the
Khot Congregation Hall. The hall houses a Buddha image know as“Phra Panya.”
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Phra Aet Congregation Hall is another small hall within the Khot Congregation Hall housing
Phra SangkatchaiBuddha image known to the local people as "Phra Aet." The image was built
in accordance with the belief that Phra Aet would have the power to bring peace and
happiness to the city. Because this Buddha image is chubby and seated reclining to the
back, it is customary for the Buddhist devotees to place supporting sticks at the back in the
belief that it will cure backaches.
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Khian Congregation Hall is a medium size hall next to Phra Song Ma Congregation Hall to
the north. It is called the “Khian or Painted Congregation Hall” because there are
paintings on the walls and pillars. Today it is a museum exhibiting object used for paying
homage to the Buddha that are made of gold and silver such as gold and silver trees, belts,
rings, bracelets, necklaces, ear-rings, and ornament pins. In front of the gates there is a place
for fortune-telling by drawing numbers, and a Buddha image in the Granting of Forgiveness
Posture known as “Phra Phuay.” People usually come here to pray for the birth of a child.
After their wishes have been granted they would place the photographs of their children in
front of the image.
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There are smaller bell-shape stupas surrounding Phra Boromathat Stupas inside the Khot
Congregation Hall (Phra Darn Hall). They were gradually built since the late Ayutthaya period
up to the early Bangkok period. These e&= stupas were constructed to represent the
Buddhist devotees surrounding the Buddha at Sai Kaeo Beach.
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Located north of Phra Boromathat Stupa is a mondhop, a square structure with four arches
and pyramid roof, housing the replica of the Buddha's footprint carved on a stone. The
replica was made by Phra Rattanathatchamuni (Muang Ratnathatthera) on January e, ecoel
when Chao Phraya Sutham Montri (Nuphrom) was the Governor of Nakhon Si Thammarat. In
front of the mondhop is a niche containing a highly revered Buddha image in the Subduing

Mara posture covered with gold leaves on black lacquer known as "Phra BunMak."
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Stone Stupa is a Chinese style pagoda made of granite believed to contain the ashes of
King Taksin the Great. It is locally known as “Pagoda of the Six Jambolan Trees” since

there are six Jambolan trees around the pagoda base.
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Pho Lanka Congregation Hall is a medium-size hall built around a Lanka Bodhi tree. There is
a big reclining Buddha image to the west. The hall is now a museum exhibiting Buddha
images and art objects such as stone inscriptions, silver trees, and belongings of Nakhon Si

Thammarat's past governors.
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Phra Wihan Luang is an ordination hall of Phra Mahathat Woramaha Wihan Temple. It is a
perfect and beautiful example of Ayutthaya architecture. Its centre-piece is the base that
curves like a junk boat with two round masts with their tops touching, making it appear as
though the hall is drifting in the sea. The front gable consists of a beautiful Ayutthaya-style
wood carving of Indra riding the Erawan elephant. The back gable shows Vishnu riding on the
Garuda bird. Inside the hall there is a stucco Buddha image in the Subduing Mara Posture
covered with gold leaves on black lacquare know as "Phra Si Sakayamuni Si Thammarat."
The lap is measured nearly o meters wide and the body is @o meters high. There are

statues of the two disciples, Phra Moggallana and Phra Sariputra in front of the main statue.



